Cases xxx and xxx.
Stora Mellösa - sailflyer or zeppelin?

Time: May 28, evening, probably two different sightings: about 18.15 (the Holmdahl family) and 20.10 (Edstram)
Place: Stora Mellösa, county of Örebro

The first indication of this case was reported in Nerikes Allehanda, published from Örebro: 

”MYSTERIOUS THING GLIDED OVER STORA MELLÖSA”. A mysterious object looking almost like a rocket, or an airplane without wings, was sighted Tuesday evening at Stora Mellösa. The object glided at about 300-500 meters altitude and moved without a sound. 

”The witness estimated its size as about half of an ordinary trainer without wings. The object was round like a giant cigarr in shape and the metallic sides glistened in the sun. The rocket, or whatever you should call this strange thing, had about the same speed with which an ordinary airplane moves. We have questioned the FO-staff [Defence area staff] which, however, has no report from any other source about the strange rocket. It is evidently some kind of an experiment - but what?” (Nerikes Allehanda, May 29).

If Nerikes Allehanda made contact with the regional FO-staff, isn´t it strange that the journalist was not questioned for details on the incident..? It would be a reasonable routine that the regional staff should report the sighting to Stockholm. Instead, it seems the Stockholm Defence Staff first discovered the Stora Mellösa case when it was re-published by the Stockholm paper Aftonbladet (and as a TT newswire in many other papers). 

The Aftonbladet article prompted a reaction from Stockholm. The local police was ordered to make an investigation. On May 31 the chief constable [landsfiskal] E. Nyberg, at the Glanshammar police office [landsfiskalskontor], asked the local policeman [fjärdingsman] at Stora Mellösa to ”urgently perform an investigation into the matter and to question the people who have observed the aerial body. Report is expected at the earliest.” 

Carl Bergh, the local policeman, wrote the following on the same day [May 31]: ”The undersigned has been asked by the chief constable in the Glanshammar district to try to trace people in Stora Mellösa, who possibly observed...the phenomenon. At 19.30 today, a parish meeting and vestry [kyrkofullmäktige] was held at the local government office, with some thirty persons, from different parts of the community, present. The undersigned asked these people whether they had seen or heard about the phenomenon in question, but with negative replies. Only after the newspaper had reported the incident had it become known...”  

It seems that the search for the reporting witnesses took three weeks. The police at Örebro finally located them, and wrote a report. It seems that within a timespan of about two hours, two different sightings were made in the Stora Mellösa area:

”The Police, Örebro, N:r 579. REPORT, Thursday, June 20, 1946. Since the chief constable of the Glanshammar district has ordered questioning of the following persons living in this town, the following persons were questioned on June 19 by first policeman Helge Holmgren, whereupon they stated:

”District superintendent John Sören Edstam, born March 5, 1909, registered and living Toringsgatan 4, Örebro: Probably on Tuesday, May 28, 1946, he was, in the evening, going by car from Stora Mellösa towards Örebro. As he, at about 20.10, passed Torsborg and had arrived at Knarsta, where the terrain is open, he caught sight of an object in the air which seemed to be at 5- to 600 meters altitude from ground. The object was approximately coming from the southwest. It was silvery grey and spool-shaped and looked like the body of a sailflyer of the type Granau Baby. The objects speed was about the same, like the speed of a sailplane. No engine noise or other sound was heard. Due to the position of the sun [sundown at the Stockholm horizon was at 20.38 this day] the object was lit up diagonally from the back and from the left. Edstam distinctly discerned that the object had two wings, but due to the rather powerful sunlight, the size of the wings or their shape could not be observed.”

”Edstam, who stopped his car as he caught sight of the object, sat watching it for about one minute before continuing his journey. At the time in question it was a beautiful weather and clear visibility. Edstam is, since many years, interested in flying and so he thinks he is trained at recognizing different types of aircraft. His opinion is that the object in question with certainty must have been a sailflyer. 

”Clerk Bror Ragnar Holmdahl, born May 14, 1894, registered and living Oskarsplatsen 1, Örebro: On Tuesday, May 21, 1946 [note discrepancy on the date] was going by car from Örebro to Stora Mellösa, where he and his family has a summer cottage at Åsby [near lake Hjälmaren]. The journey started at about 17.45 and went straight to Stora Mellösa. In the car was Holmdahls wife Elna Holmdahl and their 18 year old son Sven Ragnar Holmdahl. The wife was sitting in the back and the son to the right of Holmdahl. 

”After the car had passed the church at Stora Mellösa and had come about 500 meters to the east thereof, where the terrain is flat and open, his wife said that she saw a flying object in the sky, wherefore the car ought to be stopped so that the object could be closely viewed. Holmdahl stopped the car whereupon the right door was opened. By bending out of the door Holmdahl, as well as his wife and son, could view an object which flew in the air at about 60 degrees angle [over the horizon] and on a level with the car. The object came from the east and moved in a westerly direction. How high up in the air it was, Holmdahl could not decide, but it seemed as if the object went somewhat lower than the regular planes that now pass over this area every day. The speed seemed a little slower than the regular plane.











”Sketch of an unknown object seen on May 21, 1946, about 18.15 in the parish of Stora Mellösa, county of Örebro, by clerk Ragnar Holmdahl, and others, and made by Holmdahl.”

”The object´s length seemed to be about that of the body of a regular sailplane. In shape the object looked like a zeppelin or a fat cigar. It lay horisontally in the air and moved at an even and steady speed forward in its own longitudal direction. The end which was the nose or stem was thicker than the other [stern] end, which was more tapering. The object seemed to be build like a polygonal [Sw. mångsiding] which could easily be seen when the sunlight was reflected on its edges. The colour was aluminum grey. It seemed as if the object, sometimes, could rock a little on its longitudal axis, but otherwise the object moved at an even and speady speed in a horisontal direction. 

”Any tail, steering-gear or propeller could not be seen on the object. Likewise no projection, door, window or similar could be seen on the object. It also lacked wings as well as any other thinkable piece of equipment. 

”The object left no trace in the form of smoke or similar behind, in the air. Holmdahl first thought the object might be jet propelled [Sw. reaktionsdrivet], therefore he took special care to note if there was any puffs of smoke, or similar, behind the object. No sound or engine noise could be heard. Weather was beautiful with a clear sky and warm air. Due to this the object could be observed very clearly. Holmdahl added, however, that the stern part of the object was like in a shadow because the sunshine hit the object from the forward [part on the] right. 

”Direction of flight was west-south-westerly. Holmdahl estimated that on this course the object would approximately pass over the area of Mosås between Örebro and Kumla. 

”The Holmdahl family watched the object for about 5 minutes when it passed and went away, more and more, on its direction of course. Because of this the object got more and more blurred as it receeded. The family continued their journey towards east and could no longer see the flying object. They were at their summer cottage until about 22.00 hours in the evening when they returned for Örebro. During the visit to the summer cottage Holmdahl met no local inhabitant, therefor he couldn´t hear [ask] if onyone else in Stora Mellösa had seen the object. On the following day - May 22 - Holmdahl phoned [the newspaper] Nerikes Allehanda and reported the matter. The next day - May 23 - there was a note of the matter as far as Holmdahl could remember. [Comment: The article was published May 29, see above, thus the real date of the sighting must have been May 28].

”Holmdahl sketched the enclosed drawing of the flying object. Mrs Elna Greta Sofia Holmdahl, born June 20, 1896, and their son, clerk trainee Sven Ragnar Holmdahl, born September 29, 1928: 

”Both corroborated in all parts Holmdahls story concerning the object in question. They also corroborated the drawn sketch of the object. None of them have seen any similar object in the air before. 

”Örebro, the criminal police department as above: /Elis Olsson/, acting detective superintendent, /Helge Holmgren.”

Suspecting a sailplane (from Edstams testimony), E. Nyberg (chief constable at Glanshammar) on June 21 contacted ”...the secretary of [the] Örebro Bil & Flygklubb [Car- and Plane Club], engineer Nils Bergenstråhle from Örebro, who reported that any plane owned by the club had not been used for flying over St. Mellösa on May 21, 1946.”  

Strangely, the police questioned the club about planes in the air on May 21 (from Holmdahls story) while Edstam had stated May 28, one week later, as the probable date. May 28 must also be the correct date for the Holmdahl sighting since Holmdahl phoned the newspaper and the story was published the following day, May 29 [AFU has the article on file]. Thus this that part of the police investigation has no value at all. A sailplane might have been in the air on May 28 (as Edstam believe) while the Holmdahl sighting is more of a mystery. As far as we know zeppelins were not operating in Sweden in 1946. 

Judging from the points of time stated (18.15 and 20.10) this is two sightings from the same geographical area. The two object seem to have been on opposite courses of direction.

John Sören Edstam died about 1982-83. In August 1986, Anders Liljegren spoke to his ex-wife Eva (they were divorced in about 1950-51). Eva could not remember that his husband had talked about the 1946 incident. It is not probable that Edstam viewed the incident as anything exceptional since he thought it was a sailplane. 

The two elderly in the Holmdahl family were dead when we tried to investigate the case in 1986. Their son Sven, now living at Hedemora, has not answered our letters and phone calls.

Status: Unidentified (Edstams sighting might be a sailplane)
Sources: Nerikes Allehanda, May 29. Report 579 from the Police, Örebro (June 20, 1946). Document C 46 A 14-2, filed June 21, 1946 at the county secretariat [Sw. Landskansliet] in Örebro. [Defence Staff files]. 


